
The Tannery by Michael Almond: A Haunting
and Unforgettable Novel
Michael Almond's The Tannery is a haunting and unforgettable novel that
explores the dark side of human nature. Set in a remote Scottish village,
the novel follows the story of a young woman who is drawn into a world of
violence and depravity.

The novel opens with the discovery of a young woman's body in a local
tannery. The victim, Annie Guthrie, was a young woman with a troubled
past. She had been living in the village for only a few months, but she had
quickly become a target of gossip and suspicion.
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As the police investigate Annie's murder, they uncover a web of secrets
and lies that runs deep within the village. The villagers are all suspects, and
each one has their own dark secrets to hide. The police soon realize that
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they are dealing with a case that is more complex and sinister than they
ever imagined.

The Tannery is a gripping and suspenseful mystery that will keep you on
the edge of your seat from beginning to end. Almond's writing is rich and
atmospheric, and his characters are unforgettable. The novel is a must-
read for fans of literary fiction, Scottish fiction, and dark fiction.

Characters

The characters in The Tannery are complex and unforgettable. Each one
has their own unique story to tell, and their own dark secrets to hide.

Annie Guthrie is a young woman with a troubled past. She has come
to the village to start a new life, but she quickly becomes a target of
gossip and suspicion.

DCI John Rebus is a veteran police officer who is investigating
Annie's murder. He is a complex and troubled man, but he is also a
brilliant detective.

Dr. Fiona Galloway is a forensic pathologist who is helping Rebus
with the investigation. She is a brilliant and dedicated scientist, but she
is also haunted by her own past.

The villagers are all suspects in Annie's murder. Each one has their
own dark secrets to hide, and they are all afraid that the truth will come
to light.

Setting

The Tannery is set in a remote Scottish village. The village is a close-knit
community, but it is also a place where secrets and lies run deep. The



tannery is a central location in the novel, and it is a place where violence
and depravity have taken place.

The novel's setting is both atmospheric and claustrophobic. The village is a
place where everyone knows everyone else's business, and there is no
escape from the gossip and suspicion. The tannery is a place where the
dark side of human nature is on full display.

Themes

The Tannery explores a number of dark and disturbing themes, including:

Violence and depravity: The novel is full of violence and depravity,
both physical and psychological. The villagers are all capable of great
evil, and they are quick to turn on each other.

Secrets and lies: The villagers are all hiding secrets from each other,
and these secrets are slowly destroying the community. The truth is
slowly coming to light, and it is threatening to tear the village apart.

Guilt and redemption: The villagers are all guilty of something, and
they are all seeking redemption. However, redemption is not easy to
come by in the village, and it is often too late.

The Tannery is a haunting and unforgettable novel that will stay with you
long after you finish it. Almond's writing is rich and atmospheric, and his
characters are unforgettable. The novel is a must-read for fans of literary
fiction, Scottish fiction, and dark fiction.

5/5 stars
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