
Hunter And Hunted: Relationships Between
Carnivores And People
Carnivores have always fascinated and frightened humans. They are the
top predators in most ecosystems, and their power and agility have inspired
both awe and fear. In Hunter And Hunted, author David Quammen explores
the complex and often conflicted relationships between carnivores and
people.

Quammen begins the book by describing his own experiences with
carnivores. He has been chased by a mountain lion, stalked by a leopard,
and charged by a grizzly bear. But he has also witnessed the beauty and
grace of these animals, and he has come to appreciate their importance in
the natural world.
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Quammen's book is more than just a personal narrative. It is also a
rigorous work of research. He draws on the latest scientific studies to
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explain the behavior of carnivores and to assess the threats they face. He
also examines the cultural and historical significance of carnivores, from
their role in mythology and religion to their use as symbols of power and
status.

Hunter And Hunted is a timely and important book. It comes at a time when
carnivores are facing unprecedented challenges. Habitat loss, climate
change, and hunting are all taking a toll on these animals. As a result,
carnivores are becoming increasingly rare, and their interactions with
humans are becoming more frequent.

Quammen's book helps us to understand the complex relationships
between carnivores and people. He shows us that these animals are not
simply dangerous predators. They are also beautiful, intelligent, and
valuable members of our ecosystem. Hunter And Hunted is a must-read for
anyone who is interested in carnivores, conservation, or the human-wildlife
relationship.

Chapter 1: The Hunters

The first chapter of Hunter And Hunted introduces us to the different types
of carnivores that live on Earth. Quammen describes the physical
characteristics, hunting strategies, and social behavior of these animals. He
also discusses the role that carnivores play in the food chain and the
ecosystem.

Quammen's writing is vivid and engaging. He brings the animals to life with
his detailed descriptions and personal anecdotes. For example, he
describes a mountain lion stalking its prey: "The lion moved with a sinuous



grace, its body flowing over the rocks like water. Its eyes were fixed on the
deer, and its tail twitched with anticipation." (p. 25)

Quammen also uses scientific research to support his claims. For example,
he cites a study that found that wolves can kill up to 100 deer per year. This
predation can help to control the deer population and prevent overgrazing.

Chapter 2: The Hunted

The second chapter of Hunter And Hunted explores the ways that humans
have hunted carnivores. Quammen describes the different methods that
have been used to kill these animals, from spearing and trapping to
firearms. He also discusses the reasons why humans have hunted
carnivores, from self-defense and food to sport and profit.

Quammen's writing is balanced and objective. He presents both the
benefits and the drawbacks of hunting. He acknowledges that hunting can
be a necessary tool for managing wildlife populations. However, he also
argues that hunting can be cruel and unnecessary, especially when it is
done for sport.

Quammen's research is thorough and up-to-date. He cites studies that
show that hunting can have a negative impact on carnivore populations.
For example, he cites a study that found that lion populations in Africa have
declined by 50% in the past 20 years, due in part to hunting.

Chapter 3: The Conflict

The third chapter of Hunter And Hunted examines the conflicts that arise
between carnivores and humans. These conflicts can be caused by a
variety of factors, including habitat loss, competition for food, and fear.



Quammen discusses the different ways that these conflicts can be
resolved, from non-lethal deterrents to lethal control.

Quammen's writing is nuanced and complex. He acknowledges that there
is no easy solution to the conflict between carnivores and humans.
However, he argues that it is important to find ways to coexist with these
animals. He proposes a number of solutions, such as creating wildlife
corridors, educating the public about carnivores, and developing non-lethal
deterrents.

Quammen's research is comprehensive and authoritative. He cites studies
that show that non-lethal deterrents can be effective in reducing conflicts
between carnivores and humans. For example, he cites a study that found
that electrified fences can deter wolves from attacking livestock.

Chapter 4: The Future

The fourth chapter of Hunter And Hunted looks to the future of carnivore
conservation. Quammen discusses the challenges that carnivores face,
such as habitat loss, climate change, and hunting. He also discusses the
different ways that we can protect these animals and ensure their survival.

Quammen's writing is hopeful and inspiring. He believes that we can
coexist with carnivores and protect these animals for future generations. He
calls for a change in attitudes towards carnivores, from fear and hatred to
respect and appreciation.

Quammen's research is forward-looking and optimistic. He cites studies
that show that carnivore populations are recovering in some areas. For



example, he cites a study that found that wolf populations in the United
States have increased by 50% in the past 20 years.

Hunter And Hunted is a timely and important book. It comes at a time when
carnivores are facing unprecedented challenges. Quammen's book helps
us to understand the complex relationships between carnivores and
people. He shows us that these animals are not simply dangerous
predators. They are also beautiful, intelligent, and valuable members of our
ecosystem. Hunter And Hunted is a must-read for anyone who is interested
in carnivores, conservation, or the human-wildlife relationship.
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