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Holy Cross Cemetery is one of the most famous and historic cemeteries in
the United States. Located in New Orleans, Louisiana, it is the final resting
place of many notable figures, including Marie Laveau, the Voodoo Queen;
Homer Plessy, whose case led to the Supreme Court decision in Plessy v.

Ferguson; and Louis Armstrong, the legendary jazz musician.

Holy Cross Cemetery is also known for its beautiful architecture and its
unique above-ground burial vaults. These vaults, which are made of brick
and plaster, are a testament to the city's rich history and culture.

In this unauthorized guide to Holy Cross Cemetery, you will learn about the
cemetery's history, its most famous residents, and its unique features. You
will also find tips on how to plan your visit to the cemetery.

History of Holy Cross Cemetery

Holy Cross Cemetery was founded in 1877 by the Archdiocese of New
Orleans. The cemetery was originally located on a piece of land that was
donated by the Ursuline nuns. In 1915, the cemetery was expanded to its
current size of over 100 acres.

Holy Cross Cemetery is the final resting place of many notable figures,
including:
= Marie Laveau, the Voodoo Queen

= Homer Plessy, whose case led to the Supreme Court decision in
Plessy v. Ferguson
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= Louis Armstrong, the legendary jazz musician
= Archbishop James Hubert Blenk, the first Archbishop of New Orleans

= General P.G.T. Beauregard, the Confederate general

Famous Residents of Holy Cross Cemetery

Holy Cross Cemetery is the final resting place of many notable figures,
including:

« Marie Laveau, the Voodoo Queen

= Homer Plessy, whose case led to the Supreme Court decision in
Plessy v. Ferguson

= Louis Armstrong, the legendary jazz musician

= Archbishop James Hubert Blenk, the first Archbishop of New Orleans

= General P.G.T. Beauregard, the Confederate general

Marie Laveau was a free woman of color who lived in New Orleans in the
19th century. She was known as the Voodoo Queen and was said to have
had the power to cast spells and perform miracles. Laveau's tomb is one of
the most popular tourist attractions in Holy Cross Cemetery.

Homer Plessy was an African American man who was arrested in 1892 for
sitting in a whites-only railroad car. Plessy's case went all the way to the
Supreme Court, which ruled in 1896 that the "separate but equal" doctrine
was constitutional. This decision legalized segregation in the United States
for the next 58 years.



Louis Armstrong was a legendary jazz musician who was born in New
Orleans in 1901. Armstrong was known for his trumpet playing and his
gravelly voice. He is considered one of the most influential musicians of all
time.

Archbishop James Hubert Blenk was the first Archbishop of New Orleans.
He served from 1850 to 1866 and was a strong advocate for the rights of
the poor and the marginalized. Blenk's tomb is located in the St. Louis
Cemetery No. 1.

General P.G.T. Beauregard was a Confederate general who served during
the Civil War. He is best known for his defense of Fort Sumter in
Charleston, South Carolina. Beauregard's tomb is located in the Metairie
Cemetery.

Unique Features of Holy Cross Cemetery

Holy Cross Cemetery is known for its beautiful architecture and its unique
above-ground burial vaults. These vaults, which are made of brick and
plaster, are a testament to the city's rich history and culture.

The above-ground burial vaults in Holy Cross Cemetery are a unique
feature that is not found in many other cemeteries. These vaults are
typically decorated with elaborate carvings and sculptures. Some of the
vaults are even large enough to accommodate multiple burials.

Holy Cross Cemetery is also home to a number of beautiful statues and
monuments. These works of art depict a variety of religious and historical
figures. One of the most popular statues is the statue of the Pieta, which is
located in the St. Louis Cemetery No. 1.



Planning Your Visit to Holy Cross Cemetery

Holy Cross Cemetery is a popular tourist destination. The cemetery is open
to the public from dawn to dusk. Visitors are welcome to walk around the
cemetery and explore the tombs and monuments.

There are a few things to keep in mind when planning your visit to Holy
Cross Cemetery.

= The cemetery is a sacred place. Please be respectful of the graves
and the families of the deceased.

= Holy Cross Cemetery is a large cemetery. It is easy to get lost, so it is
a good idea to bring a map or a GPS device.

= The cemetery is located in a busy part of New Orleans. It is a good
idea to be aware of your surroundings and to take precautions to avoid
crime.

Holy Cross Cemetery is a fascinating and beautiful place. It is a must-see
for anyone who is interested in history, culture, or architecture.

Holy Cross Cemetery is one of the most famous and historic cemeteries in
the United States. It is the final
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