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In the face of overwhelming prejudice and discrimination, Dr. Alexander H.
Skinner established a remarkable institution in 1857 that would change the
lives of countless African American children with multiple disabilities. Dr.
Skinner's school for Colored Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Children, located in
Washington, D.C., was a beacon of hope and opportunity in a time when
such individuals were often marginalized and ignored.

A Visionary Educator

Dr. Alexander H. Skinner, a white physician and abolitionist, was deeply
moved by the plight of African American children with disabilities. He
recognized the need for specialized education and care for these children,
who were often denied access to mainstream schools and institutions. With
a profound belief in the potential of all individuals, Dr. Skinner dedicated his
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life to creating a place where these children could learn, grow, and reach
their full potential.

A Place of Education and Care

Dr. Skinner's school provided a comprehensive education program that
addressed the unique needs of each student. The curriculum included
instruction in reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, history, and vocational
skills. Students also received training in music, art, and physical education.
The school also provided medical care, housing, and food for its students,
many of whom came from impoverished and disadvantaged backgrounds.

Breaking Down Barriers

In the antebellum South, racial segregation was rampant, and African
Americans faced discrimination in all aspects of life. Dr. Skinner's school
challenged these norms by admitting students of all races and creating a
truly inclusive environment. The school's faculty and staff were also
diverse, reflecting Dr. Skinner's commitment to breaking down racial
barriers.

A Model of Excellence

Dr. Skinner's school quickly gained a reputation for excellence. Visitors
from around the country and abroad came to observe the school's
innovative teaching methods and the remarkable progress of its students.
The school's graduates went on to live successful and fulfilling lives,
contributing to their communities and defying the stereotypes that had
defined their lives.

A Legacy of Hope



Dr. Skinner's school closed in 1860 due to the outbreak of the Civil War.
However, its legacy continued to inspire educators and advocates for the
rights of people with disabilities. The school's groundbreaking work paved
the way for the establishment of other institutions dedicated to serving
children with multiple disabilities, both in the United States and around the
world.

Dr. Skinner's Remarkable School for Colored Deaf, Dumb, and Blind
Children was a shining example of hope and possibility in a time of great
adversity. Dr. Skinner's unwavering belief in the potential of all individuals,
regardless of their race or disability, continues to inspire us today. His
legacy reminds us of the importance of breaking down barriers, embracing
diversity, and providing opportunities for all children to reach their full
potential.
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