
Arctic Exploration in British Print Culture
1818-1860
The Arctic has long held a fascination for the British public. In the early 19th
century, this fascination was fueled by a series of daring expeditions to the
region, led by explorers such as John Franklin, William Parry, and James
Clark Ross. These expeditions captured the public imagination, and their
stories were widely reported in the British press. Print culture played a key
role in promoting and shaping public perceptions of Arctic exploration
during this period.

Prints, illustrated books, and other forms of printed matter visually
represented the Arctic and its inhabitants in ways that influenced popular
understandings of the region and its people. For example, prints often
depicted the Arctic as a barren and inhospitable place, inhabited by fierce
and warlike natives. These representations reinforced the idea of the Arctic
as a dangerous and mysterious place, and they contributed to the creation
of a heroic mythos surrounding British polar explorers.
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Print culture also played a role in shaping the narratives of Arctic
exploration. For example, prints often celebrated the achievements of
British explorers, while downplaying the role of other nations. This helped
to create a sense of national pride and superiority, and it contributed to the
development of a British imperial identity.

The Arctic exploration narratives that were circulated in print culture had a
significant impact on British society. They helped to shape public
perceptions of the Arctic and its inhabitants, and they contributed to the
creation of a heroic mythos surrounding British polar explorers. These
narratives also played a role in shaping British imperial identity, and they
helped to justify the expansion of British power into the Arctic region.

The Visual Representation of the Arctic in British Print Culture

The Arctic was a popular subject for prints in the early 19th century. These
prints often depicted the region as a barren and inhospitable place,
inhabited by fierce and warlike natives. This representation of the Arctic
was reinforced by the fact that many of the prints were based on the
accounts of explorers who had experienced great hardship and danger
during their expeditions.

One of the most famous prints of the Arctic is John Ross's "The Frozen
Regions" (1819). This print depicts a group of British explorers struggling
through a treacherous ice floe. The explorers are surrounded by towering
icebergs and fierce polar bears. The print conveys a sense of the danger
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and hardship that explorers faced in the Arctic, and it helped to create a
heroic mythos surrounding British polar explorers.

Another popular print of the Arctic is Edward Parry's "A View of the North
Pole" (1827). This print depicts a group of British explorers standing on the
North Pole. The explorers are surrounded by a vast expanse of ice and
snow. The print conveys a sense of the vastness and mystery of the Arctic,
and it helped to create a sense of national pride and superiority.

The Role of Print Culture in Shaping the Narratives of Arctic
Exploration

Print culture played a key role in shaping the narratives of Arctic
exploration. For example, prints often celebrated the achievements of
British explorers, while downplaying the role of other nations. This helped
to create a sense of national pride and superiority, and it contributed to the
development of a British imperial identity.

One of the most famous examples of this is the print "The Death of Captain
James Cook" (1784). This print depicts the death of the famous British
explorer Captain James Cook at the hands of Hawaiian natives. The print
was widely circulated in Britain, and it helped to create a sense of national
outrage and mourning. The print also helped to justify the British invasion of
Hawaii, which took place in 1898.

Another example of how print culture shaped the narratives of Arctic
exploration is the print "The Franklin Expedition" (1854). This print depicts
the fate of the Franklin Expedition, which was lost in the Arctic in 1845. The
print shows the explorers being abandoned by their ships and struggling



through the ice. The print helped to create a sense of national tragedy, and
it contributed to the mythos surrounding British polar explorers.

The Impact of Arctic Exploration Narratives on British Society

The Arctic exploration narratives that were circulated in print culture had a
significant impact on British society. They helped to shape public
perceptions of the Arctic and its inhabitants, and they contributed to the
creation of a heroic mythos surrounding British polar explorers. These
narratives also played a role in shaping British imperial identity, and they
helped to justify the expansion of British power into the Arctic region.

The Arctic exploration narratives that were circulated in print culture had a
lasting impact on British society. They helped to shape public perceptions
of the Arctic and its inhabitants, and they contributed to the creation of a
heroic mythos surrounding British polar explorers. These narratives also
played a role in shaping British imperial identity, and they helped to justify
the expansion of British power into the Arctic region.

Arctic exploration was a popular subject in British print culture in the early
19th century. Prints, illustrated books, and other forms of printed matter
visually represented the Arctic and its inhabitants in ways that influenced
popular understandings of the region and its people. Print culture also
played a role in shaping the narratives of Arctic exploration, and it
contributed to the creation of a heroic mythos surrounding British polar
explorers. The Arctic exploration narratives that were circulated in print
culture had a significant impact on British society. They helped to shape
public perceptions of the Arctic and its inhabitants, and they contributed to
the creation of a heroic mythos surrounding British polar explorers. These



narratives also played a role in shaping British imperial identity, and they
helped to justify the expansion of British power into the Arctic region.
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